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Natura& Groundwater Recharge Areas Sub-Element (RCH) 

~i'O'vide fel'-{Jubl iG-fao.futies the protection of the functio ns of natural groundwate1· 
recharge areas and natural drainage features ~~~ u m a-mru'Ji' which en5ul'e6 i he health, 
welfare and safety of the resideniz of Nassau Couniy; pi'Omoies compact, efficient 
developmeni; reduces tHban 9prawl; pmieds and conserves nahwal i'esomces; ~md 
satisfies 'i:he requirement s of 50!.md fiscal tllcmning. 

OBJECTIVE 4.Q~A-RCH.01 

UpeR---P-laR-aGe~tieA.,--t I he County shall provide protection to Natural Groundwater Recharge 
areas tfiFeY€JR-kA~IBrnentiflQ---tfle-fol~ewlng-peUGtes;-commensurate with their significance to 
natura l systems or their status as current or future sources of potable water. 

Policy 4.{)5A{).:I. RCH.01 .01 

The County P-lafl-fling-Qir-eGt.eF shall coordinate with the St. Johns River Water Management 
District to acquiFe area maps, wh~cfl define the location of significant groundwater recharge areas 
in the County. These recharge areas will be oo-ted en zenin~af}S- displayed graphically on a 
map series within the Comprehensive Plan so that requests for rezoning or land use changes in 
these areas can be evaluated both in terms of need and potential impact to the aquifer. 

Policy 4.Q-5A.Q2-RCH.01.02 

The County, in coordination with DEP and the St. Johns River Water Management District shall, 
untlef-tfl~ro~ identify all l<nown point and non-point sources of pollution within the 
County. All permitted discharge sources shall be required to meet state Water Quality Standards. 
All discharges under state law not requiring a permit will be required to meet all applicable Best 
Management Practices. 

Policy 4-,.Q~A,.{)J RCH.01 .03 

The County shall establish wellhead protection zones, consistent with Chapter 62-52.1.400, 
F.A.C., to prevent aquifer contamination within the wellhead cone of influence for potable water 
wellfie lds as defined in Rule 9J-5.003(94). ~en plan adoptien In cases where the cones of 
influence have not been determined, the County shall designate an interim protection area of aGO 
750 feet in radius as the well field protection zone feH3ac-A--wat€F-Wel l-tl~at-sePies a cornrnl:ll:ffiy 
wateF system-wHich has at least fifteen (15) service ceflflestioos--or re€JuJar1y-seN-es--at--lBast 
twen-ty-five (25) ef--t.htH>ame-peFSeRS-tflat-are yeaF ro1:1nd resitlents, until cones of influence can be 
determined. +he Geunty will revise this policy V.'ithin six menths-o~l~e--St.--Jehn5-WatBf 
MAAa€JBffi9flt-Gi-stfiet-fHa-pf*l§-tl-H3-€9Ae&-Gf--ifl-fltlenBe. Within the zone of protection, the following 
activities sha ll be prol1ibited: 

1. Landfills; 

2. Facilities for bulk storage, handling or processing of materials on the Florida 
Substance List; 
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3. Activities that require the storage, use or transportation of restricted substances, 
petroleum products, hazardous toxic waste, medical waste. etc. Gasoline storage 
tanks associated with retail use which meet the standards of Rules '16-76'1, "17-
762, and 17-767, F.A.C., and Chapter 376, F.S., concern ing petroleum storage 
tanks may be permitted in this zone. 

4. Feedlots or other commercial animal facilities; 

5. Wastewater treatment plants, percolation ponds, and similar faci lities; 

6. Mines; and 

7. Excavation of waterways or drainage facilities which intersect the water table. 

For--eemRHmily water- system-weHs, as defined-potable water wellfields as defined above, the first 
200 feet within the zone of protection will serve as a zone of exclusion. Within the 200-foot zone 
of exclusion, no activities may occur except existing residential uses, uses functionally related to 
the water supply system, open space, parks and playgrounds. No parking area; structures, or 
other impervious surfaces, other than those surfaces that are accessory to residential uses, will 
be allowed within this zone except for playing court, open-air shelters, and other similar recreation 
facilities. An exemption shall be allowed for one single family dwelling unit per parcel or lot that 
was created on or before June 1, 1993 per Rule f9J-5.006(3)(c)6.) 
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